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DETAILED ACTION 
Status of Claims 

1 . Claims 1 0-20 are pending. 

2. Claims 1 0, 1 1 , 1 2, 1 3, 1 8, 1 9, and 20 have been amended. 

3. Claims 10-20 are rejected. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR LI 14 

4. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 1/26/07 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
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evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out 
the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S. C. 103(c) 
and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 
7. Claims 10, 12, 14, 16, 18, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Shimizu et al. (US 6,289,254, hereinafter "Shimizu"), cited by applicant, in 
view of Perkowski (US 2006/001 1716). 

In regards to claim 10, Shimizu teaches a computer-aided design (CAD) information 
management system comprising: 

- a user terminal connected (Shimizu; Fig, 4, reference character 1300), via a 

communication network (Shimizu; Fig. 4, reference character 1307), to a plurality of 
databases which are managed by a plurality of different manufacturers (Shimizu; Fig. 4, 
reference character 1308; coL 6, lines 32-37 - the databases of Shimizu are managed 
by a plurality of manufacturers in that the information stored therein is controlled 
by information that is dictated by manufacturers' parts and supplies), for receiving 
and transmitting information to/from said plurality of databases for storing at least one of 
CAD drawing information and specification information on a specification of a 
component forming a CAD drawing (Shimizu; Abstract, Fig. 26), corresponding to 
stored-source address information (Shimizu; Fig. 26, reference symbol) based on input 
information which is inputted by user (Shimizu; Fig. 3; col. 3, lines 51 - col. 4, line 5), 
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- wherein when CAD drawing information or specification information of a component 
forming a CAD drawing, corresponding to stored-destination address information 
(Shimizu; Fig. 26, supply number), is inputted by user as a search condition (Shimizu; 
col. 10, lines 22-29), said user terminal searches for the stored-source address 
information (Shimizu; Fig. 26, reference symbol), corresponding to said stored- 
destination address information in said a plurality of databases (Shimizu; Fig. 4, 
reference character 1308) which are managed by a plurality of different manufacturers, 
selects information corresponding to the stored-source address information (Shimizu; 
Fig. 26, reference symbol) from any of said plurality of databases based on the search 
result (Shimizu; Fig. 10, Fig. 14, Fig. 23; col. 15, lines 27-35), and outputs the selected 
information (Shimizu; Fig. 17, col. 16, lines 4-7). 
Shimizu does not expressly teach the plurality of databases being respectively located at a 

plurality of different manufacturers. 

Perkowski teaches a database located within the enterprise of each manufacturer that 

contains data relating to that manufacturer's products, including CAD drawings (Perkowski; 

par [0598]). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the applicant's 
invention to implement the system of Shimizu by maintaining each database within the 
enterprise of a respective manufacturer whose products' data is contained in that database, as 
taught by Perkowski, thereby allowing for easier maintenance of each database. 
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In regards to claim 12, Shimizu teaches a computer-aided design (CAD) information 
management system comprising: 

- a server connected, via a communication network (Shimizu; Fig, 4, reference character 
1307), to a pluriality of databases (Shimizu; Fig. 4, reference character 1308; col. 6, 
lines 36-37) which are managed by a plurality of different manufacturers, for receiving 
and transmitting information to/from said plurality of databases for storing at least one of 
CAD drawing information and specification information on a specification of a 
component forming a CAD drawing (Shimizu; Abstract, Fig. 26), corresponding to 
stored-source address information (Shimizu; Fig. 26, reference symbol) based on input 
information which is inputted by user (Shimizu; Fig. 3; col. 3, lines 51 - col. 4, line 5); 
and 

- a user terminal (Shimizu; Fig. 4, reference character 1300) cormected to said server via 
an information transfer path (Shimizu; Fig. 4, reference character 1307), for receiving 
and transmitting information to/fi-om said server based on input information which is 
inputted by user (Shimizu; col. 6, lines 15-24), 

- wherein when CAD drawing information or specification information of a component 
forming a CAD drawing, corresponding to stored-destination address information 
(Shimizu; Fig. 26, supply number), is inputted by user as a search condition (Shimizu; 
col. 10, lines 22-29), said user terminal (Shimizu; Fig. 4, reference character 1300) 
requests a search in accordance with said inputted information to said server, and displays 
the search result of said server (Shimizu; col. 14, lines 22-35), said server extracts the 
stored-destination address information (Shimizu; Fig. 26, supply number) 
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corresponding to the information in response to the search request from said user terminal 
(Shimizu; col. 11, lines 6-17), searches for the stored-source address information 
(Shimizu; Fig. 26, reference symbol), corresponding to said extracted stored-destination 
address information, in said plurality of databases which are managed by a plurality of 
different manufacturers based on the stored-destination address information, selects 
information corresponding to the stored-source address information from any of said 
plurality of databases based on the search result (Shimizu; Fig. 14, Fig. 17, and Fig. 23; 
col. 15, lines 27-35), and transfers the selected information to said user terminal 
(Shimizu; col. 8, lines 15-22). 
Shimizu does not expressly teach the plurality of databases being respectively located at a 

plurality of different manufacturers. 

Perkowski teaches a database located within the enterprise of each manufacturer that 

contains data relating to that manufacturer's products, including CAD drawings (Perkowski; 

par [0598]). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the applicant's 
invention to implement the system of Shimizu by maintaining each database within the 
enterprise of a respective manufacturer whose products' data is contained in that database, as 
taught by Perkowski, thereby allowing for easier maintenance of each database. 

In regards to claim 14, Shimizu and Perkowski teach a system according to Claim 10, 
wherein at least one of the CAD drawing information and the specification information is stored 
in a distributed manner in said plurality of databases (Shimizu; col. 7, lines 24-31). 
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Claim 16 is rejected with the same rationale given for claim 14. 
Claim 18 is rejected with the same rationale given for claim 10. 
Claim 20 is rejected with the same rationale given for claim 12. 

8. Claims 11, 13, 15, 17, and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Shimizu in view of Perkowski, further in view of Sano (US 6,377,964), cited by 
applicant. 

In regards to claim 11, Shimizu teaches a computer-aided design (CAD) information 
management system comprising: 

- a user terminal connected (Shimizu; Fig. 4, reference character 1300), via a 
communication network (Shimizu; Fig. 4, reference character 1307), to a plurality of 
databases which are managed by a plurality of different manufacturers (Shimizu; Fig. 4, 
reference character 1308), for receiving and transmitting information to/from said 
plurality of databases for storing at least one of CAD drawing information and 
specification information on a specification of a component forming a CAD drawing 
(Shimizu; Abstract, Fig. 26), corresponding to stored-source address information 
(Shimizu; Fig. 26, reference symbol) based on input information which is inputted by 
user (Shimizu; Fig. 3; col. 3, lines 51 - coL 4, line 5), 

- wherein when CAD drawing information or specification information of a component 
forming a CAD drawing, corresponding to stored-destination address information 
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(Shimizu; Fig. 26, supply number), is inputted by user as a search condition (Shimizu; 
col. 10, lines 22-29), said user terminal searches for the stored-source address 
information (Shimizu; Fig. 26, reference symbol), corresponding to said stored- 
destination address information in said a plurality of databases (Shimizu; Fig. 4, 
reference character 1308) which are managed by a plurality of different manufacturers, 
selects information corresponding to the stored-source address information (Shimizu; 
Fig. 26, reference symbol) from any of said plurality of databases based on the search 
result (Shimizu; Fig. 10, Fig. 14, Fig. 23; col. 15, lines 27-35), and outputs the selected 
information, displays the selected information, and also displays information of the 
selected information (Shimizu; Fig. 17, col. 16, lines 4-7). 
Shimizu does not expressly teach the plurality of databases being respectively located at a 

plurality of different manufacturers. Shimizu also does not expressly teach update information 

of the selected information. 

Perkowski teaches a database located within the enterprise of each manufacturer that 

contains data relating to that manufacturer's products, including CAD drawings (Perkowski; 

par [0598]). 

Sano teaches update history information (Sano; col. 7, lines 8-27; col. 9, lines 48-63). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the applicant's 
invention to implement the system of Shimizu by maintaining each database within the 
enterprise of a respective manufacturer whose products' data is contained in that database, as 
taught by Perkowski, thereby allowing for easier maintenance of each database. It would also 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the applicant's invention to 
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implement the system of Shimizu including history information, as taught by Sano, thereby 
providing flexibility to CAD designers by allowing them to look at previous operations and 
manipulate the design (Sano; col. 2, lines 16-30). 

In regards to claim 13, Shimizu, Perkowski, and Sano teach a system according to 
Claim 1 1, further comprising: 

- a information management means for managing at least one of the CAD drawing 
information and the specification information (Shimizu; Fig. 23, col. 3, lines 25-33), 
connected to said plurality of databases (Shimizu; Fig. 4, reference character 1308, col. 
6, lines 33-37) which are respectively located at and managed by a plurality of different 
manufacturers, 

- said information management means outputs a result determining whether or not the 
update request from said terminal is accepted to said terminal (Shimizu; col. 8, lines 16- 
23; col. 12, lines 31-36), and 

- wherein when receiving the result of determining that the update request is accepted from 
said information management means, said terminal updates at least one of the CAD 
drawing information and the specification information in said plurality of databases 
(Shimizu; col. 8, lines 20-24), and adds the update history information on the update to 
the update information (Sano; col. 5, lines 47-56; col. 6, lines 33-35). 

In regards to claim 15, Shimizu, Perkowski, and Sano teach a system according to 
Claim 11, wherein at least one of the CAD drawing information and the specification 
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information is stored in a distributed manner in said plurality of databases (Shimizu; col. 7, lines 
24-31). 

Claim 17 is rejected with the same rationale given for claim 15. 

In regards to claim 19, Shimizu and Perkowski teach a method according to Claim 18, 
further comprising the steps of: 

- by an information management apparatus which is connected communication network, 
managing CAD drawing information and said specification information stored by a 
plurality of databases, and when inputted an update request from said user terminal, 
outputting a result of determining whether or not the update request from said user 
terminal is accepted to said user terminal (Shimizu; col. 8, lines 20-22; col. 15, line 66 - 
col. 16, line 6), 

- by said user terminal (Shimizu; Fig. 4, reference character 1300), when receiving the 
result of determining that the update request from said information management 
apparatus is accepted (Shimizu; col. 12, lines 37-43), updating at least one of the CAD 
drawing information and the specification information in said plurality of databases 
(Shimizu; col. 8, lines 17-22). 

Shimizu and Perkowski do not expressly teach adding update history information on update 
to the update information. 

Sano teaches history information and adding update history information on update to the 
update information (Sano; col. 5, lines 47-56; col. 6, lines 33-35). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the applicant's 
invention to implement the method of Shimizu and Perkowski including adding the update 
history information, as taught by Sano, thereby providing flexibility to CAD designers by 
allowing them to look at previous operations and manipulate the design (Sano; coL 2, lines 16- 
30). 

Response to Amendment 

9. Applicant's amendments filed 1/26/07 with respect to the 35 U.S.C. 1 12, 2"^ paragraph 
rejection of claim 19 has been fully considered. The corresponding rejection has been 
withdrawn accordingly. 

Response to Arguments 

10. Applicants arguments filed 1/26/07 with respect to the prior art rejections of the claims 
have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kavita Padmanabhan whose telephone number is 571-272- 
8352. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 9:00am-5 :30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, Apu Mofiz can be reached on 571-272-4080. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Kavita Padmanabhan March 29, 2007 

Assistant Examiner 

AU2161 i 




